HERALDSUN.COM.AU SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2015

sunday|extr

DA
CHRISTM
BURNT

5

-

The resort spot of
Wye River becomes a
wild inferno on
Christmas Day.
Picture: TONY MALY

JUST AS HOLIDAYMAKERS WERE SITTING DOWN TO A FESTIVE LUNCH, MANY
HAD TO FLEE TO THE COAST AS FLAMES ROARED THROUGH THE BUSH

T started with a bolt from the
sky. As the mercury soared
beyond 40C last Saturday,
thunderstorms raged over the
Great Otway National Park.
Jolts of lightning battered the
area, including a single strike on the
Jamieson Track — about 8km west
of Lorne — that sparked a bushfire.
Initially, the flames did not
spread too far. By Christmas Eve,
the fire had razed just 250ha of
forest, a small area compared to
many bushfires.
But the hilly terrain was proving
to be a nightmare for firefighters.
They called in waterbombing
aircraft to help as they watched the
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weather forecasts and worried
about the winds picking up.

By Christmas morning, their
worst fears were realised.

Embers started spotting beyond
containment lines, and within
minutes the bushfire had turned
into Victoria’s most destructive
blaze since Black Saturday.

Fire authorities made the call to
evacuate Wye River and Separation
Creek at midday.

Just as holidaymakers and
permanent residents were taking
their turkeys out of the oven, police
started knocking on their doors

with dire warnings. An evacuation
plan had been in the works for
several days, but once it was put
into action, there was no time to
waste, lunch or not.

Tom Jacobs was one of those to
quickly jump into his car and head
for safety.

“We were about to have lunch
and then we saw smoke behind the
property,” Mr Jacobs said.

“It kept on coming up bigger and
bigger, and then it turned into a war
zone with four choppers bombing
directly overheard.

“It had all been perfectly fine and
then it went dark and it was like
volcano skies.”

He made several videos on the
road out of Separation Creek,
posting them on Twitter on Friday
afternoon.

The spectacular beachside town
was blanketed in a huge cloud of
thick black smoke and surrounded
by intense flames.

Mr Jacobs later shared videos of
the desperate waterbombing
mission to save the towns, and at
10.30pm he found out that his home
was still standing.

Dozens of others were not so
lucky.

While weekend visitors sped
home to Melbourne, those who live
in Wye River and Separation Creek

took shelter at relief centres in
Apollo Bay and Torquay.

Instead of Christmas leftovers,
they tucked into pizza and water for
dinner. They slept in beds provided
by the Salvation Army.

And when they woke up on
Boxing Day, they wondered if they
would ever see their homes again.

RAIG Lapsley says Wye River
is a beautiful beachside

getaway, and he is not alone in
that opinion. But the Emergency
Management Commissioner’s visit
to it on Christmas Eve was strictly
business.
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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‘I WALKED OUT WITH
ABOUT FIVE ITEMS OF
CLOTHING,MY

WEDDING RINGS,
PHONE AND CHARGERS
- EVERYTHING ELSE
1S GONE’

FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

“I was briefed by the
captain of the fire brigade
about exactly what the fire
would do,” Mr Lapsley said. “It
was a matter of which day it
was going to do it.”

Christmas Day was clearly
going to be hot. But while total
fire bans were in place, Mr
Lapsley said the fire danger
did not appear to be extreme,
and he was happy with the
control work done by
firefighters.

“However, they said it will
all be about wind,” Mr Lapsley
recalled.

“It'll be about wind that
picks up a fire, picks up an
ember and puts it over the
control lines ... That actually
happened on Friday.

“It was a little bit premature
in the sense that we expected
it not to be on a day that it was
32C with wind speeds of 40,
50, 60km/h. We thought it
would have been a day of
40+C with 80, 90, 100km/h
winds. But it happened.”

By 9am, the temperature
had already topped 27C and
northerly winds reached
33km/h.

Spot fires started beyond
the containment lines and the
bushfire blew wildly out of
hand. By Christmas night, the
CFA said the blaze was so
powerful that it was creating
its own weather conditions.

Fire authorities now believe
it’s a bushfire that could still be
burning in February.

While fires have ravaged
the Otway Ranges before —
particularly on Ash
Wednesday — Wye River
had escaped unscathed for
decades.

Mr Lapsley said the only
significant fires that
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impacted the township were in
1939 and 1962.

Now 2015 has been added
to the history books.

UILDING records show
there are 334 homes in

Wye River and
Separation Creek.

But only 80 properties are
permanent households and

one of them belonged to the
Maly family.

Tony Maly built his
Durumbil Ave home with his
father in 1957. The family used
the property as a holiday
getaway for decades until he
and wife Lesley moved in
permanently two years ago.

They were set to enjoy
Christmas lunch together this

year with their pet dog Occy
and cat Muppet.

But Mr Maly is a CFA
volunteer. And like so many
others, he gave up his
Christmas Day to fight the fire
on the front line.

Little did he know that he
would watch the home he built
from scratch go up in flames.

“We’ve lost everything,”
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Mrs Maly said. “I walked out
with about five items of
clothing, my wedding rings,
phone and chargers —
everything else is gone.

“I'had just put the turkey in
the oven when we were told to
evacuate. [t was surreal ... [ was
walking down the driveway
just thinking, this could be the
last time I see my house.”

Her husband made the
“gut-wrenching” phone call
yesterday morning to tell his
wife the fate of their home.

Occy escaped with Mrs
Maly but Muppet was lost.
Priceless sentimental items,
including the couple’s wedding
photos, could not be salvaged.

In nearby Karingal Dr, the
road that runs along the top of

$1,099]
CEBU

OPE
704 ;{g

BREEZE 4pcrounceser

220CM TIMBER TABLE WITH X2
195CM TIMBER BENCHES

www.outdoorlivingdirect.com.au

SOLANA 6

CAMILLA apcLounce ser

PREMIUM DINING SET WITH
FOLDING BACKREST

e] MULTI MILLION DOLLAR STOCK CLEARANCE

KAKAD

PHEONI

*No layby

PREMIUM, EXTRA LARGE POD
CHAIR WITH STAND AND BASE

5PC ROUND RATTAN
MODULAR LOUNGE SET

SHOP IN STORE OR ONLINE TODAY

*While stocks last  *Free pick up

*Delivery can be arranged at a competitive rate

MHSE01Z01MA - V1



HERALDSUN.COM.AU SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2015 3 5

EVERYTHING

forecasts suggest there won’t
be strong winds to cause
another extreme fire day.

Thousands of other
Victorians weighed up their
holiday travel plans to the surf
coast as Mr Lapsley asked for
care and caution.

“Everything is available to
burn and that will be the
critical period,” he said.

“Don’t underestimate what
that means for Victoria on
New Year’s Eve and New
Year’s Day.

“We have fire in the
landscape that will not be
extinguished in its totality and
on the wrong day with the
wrong conditions it will impact
on other communities.”

Incident controller Alistair
Drayton also preached caution
at a community meeting in
Torquay, but he encouraged
holidaymakers not to abandon
the area.

“Lorne is open for
business,” Mr Drayton said.
“It’s summer, it’s tourism.
We're very conscious of trying
to reinstate Lorne as quickly as
we could.”
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Make your way down to the Frankston Waterfront this summer
to view over 3,500 tonnes of sand transformed into life sized
sand sculptures!

You will be amazed by the sheer detail and realism of our sand
700 - see monkeys, giraffes, elephants, lions and meerkats carved
alongside orang-utans, zebras, gorillas and over 100 more!

Integrated with the sand sculptures is a full range of sandsational
children’s activities including our new 10-page activity booklet
with pencils.

More info at www.sandsculpting.com.au or phone (03) 5986 6684.
Tickets can be purchased on the day with cash only.

SAND SCULPTING
AUSTRALIA
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THE heartbroken dad of the three child-
ren who died when a car driven by their
mum plunged into a lake has come to her
defence, saying: “They were her world.”

Devastated Joseph Manyang said his
partner, Akon Guode — who is in police
custody and who was interviewed by
homicide squad detectives last night —
was a good mum who loved her children.

“She is a very good mother,” he said.

“She loved the kids. She took care of
the kids. I don’t think she planned to do
anything.
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Heartbroken dad says mum wouldn't have
deliberately hurt their children, declaring ...
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Akon Guode (left) with

daughter Awel as a

baby; twins Anger and

Madit (above), and baby

Bol (below).

REBEKAH CAVANAGH, WES
HOSKING AND JON KAILA

“Exactly what has happened, we don’t
know. I'm still believing she’s innocent.”

Last night CCTV footage emerged of
the family’s car heading north on Manor
Lakes Boulevard in Wyndham Vale before
making a U-turn, going closer to the lake.

The victims on Wednesday afternoon
were named as son Bol, aged 1, four-year-
old son Madit and his twin sister, Anger.
CONTINUED PAGE 2




04 NEWS

FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2015 HERALDSUN.COM.AU

INSIDE TODAY

BusinessDaily.................. 53
CarsGuide
Classifieds

Editorial, Opinion....... 34-35
In Black & White.............. 26
Racing.... 7
Sudoku.........

WEATHER racess

TODAY

MIN 9 ‘é’,

|
MAX20 >+
Mostly sunny

TOMORROW

MAX 21
Partly cloudy

SUNDAY

MAX 18

Possible morning 4% %
drizzle

MONDAY A

MAX 20 !Q'»

Sunny »

% Tatts

WEDNESDAY LOTTO:
Draw 3441. 24, 33, 20, 16,
30, 42.

Supps: 41, 1. Div 1: Jackpots
to $1 million.

Div 2: $8,800.05. Div 3:
$553.90. Div 4: $29.10. Div
5: $17.90. Div 6: $12.70.

AREYOU A
QUIZ MASTER?

In making a word each letter may be used
only once, and the centre letter must be
included. No slang, hyphens, apostrophes or
plurals ending in ‘s’. Minimum four letters.
Good 17, Very good 27, Excellent 37

'YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

alit ally lair lairy laity liar lilt lily lira rail rally rill ritual
ritually rival tail tali tall tally till trail trial trill truly
ultra vault vial villa viral virtual VIRTUALLY vital vitally

CONTACT US

General 0392922000
Newsroom 0392921226
Subscribe 1800 262 547
Delivery 0392921010

Email

readerfeedback@

heraldsun.com.au

FOLLOW US

f facebook.com/
heraldsun
@theheraldsun

TRAGEDY IN A LAKE

A devoted

Relatives
tell of
struggles
to cope

TOM MINEAR

THE mum who drove into the
lake had a tough life but was
devoted to her children,
friends said yesterday.

Akon Guode, 35, from north
Sudan, married there and had
three children to her first hus-
band — Akoi Chabiet, 18, Ayan
Chabiet, 14, and Ellie Chabiet,
12. But, tragedy struck when
her husband, a soldier, was
killed fighting in the brutal
civil war.

Magdalina  Acieny, the
niece of Ms Guode’s second
partner, Joseph Manyang, said
Ms Guode had battled through
that period of her life.

“She’s had a really difficult
life, it’s been hard,” the 24-
year-old said.

Ms Guode decided to move
to Kenya after her husband’s
death. Then, with the help of
her brother-in-law, Dieu Paul,
she came to Australia in 2005.

She originally settled in
Sydney before moving to Mel-
bourne, where her aunt lived
alongside other members of
the Sudanese community.

Ms Guode started a rela-
tionship with Mr Manyang in
Sunshine in 2008. He is a dis-
tant cousin of her first hus-
band. Relatives said their
relationship had been ar-
ranged as part of a cultural tra-
dition.

They had four children to-
gether, who were in the car
when it ploughed into the lake:
Awel, 5, twins Madit and
Anger, 4, and Bol, L

Awel — the sole surviving
child from the lake plunge —
was last night in a serious con-
dition in the Royal Children’s
Hospital.

Relatives said Mr Manyang
worked as a postman and de-
scribed him as a supportive
and caring father who loved
his children.

His niece, Amani Alier, 16,
said the family could do noth-

Friends and relatives (top) gather at the Guode family
home. Many people left tributes at the scene of the
tragedy (above) as Awel Guode (right) remains in hospital.
Pictures: MARK STEWART, PAUL LOUGHNAN

ing to console him. “He’s shat-
tered, he couldn’t stop crying,
his nose was bleeding,” Ms
Alier said.

“He just dropped when he
saw a picture of his son on the
wall. It’s so hard for him to deal

with.
“He loved those kids.”
The traumatised father

briefly visited the lake yester-
day as police worked to pull
the family’s Toyota Kluger out.

Ms Alier said the children
were rarely seen without their
beaming smiles.

“They were such happy
kids, especially the twins,” Ms

Alier said. “Whenever we came
over, they’d always run to the
door to see us.”

She said they loved to play
soccer and to draw, leaving
their colourful drawings lit-
tered around the family home.

“They were so close to each
other. It’s going to be too much
for her (Awel),” Ms Alier said.

Ms Acieny, Mr Manyang’s
niece, said the family were
praying for Awel.

“I don’t know how to ex-
plain this to my children,” she
said.

She said Ms Guode, a stay-
at-home mum, had struggled

in recent times, but she did not
elaborate.

“She’s been happy. She was
just OK,” Ms Acieny said.

“She loved her children.
Maybe she was depressed for
other things but she loved her
children.”

Missy Wiw, Ms Guode’s sis-
ter-in-law, said: “They’re (the
children) in a better place
now.”

She said the shocked family
were trying to understand how
and why Ms Goude’s car ended
up in the lake.

“We're trying to find out
how she lost control of the car

and what really happened,” Ms
Wiw said. “No one really
knows, only the driver does.”

Dozens of relatives and
members of the local Sudanese
community visited Ms Guode’s
Wyndham Vale home yester-
day, 2km from the lake where
the disaster occurred.

Upset neighbours told of
hearing wailing from the home
in the hours after the tragic
crash. Madol Padem, a local
Sudanese religious leader, said
the family were well known in
the close-knit local African
community.
tom.minear@news.com.au

Residents ponder horror too close to home

SHOCKED Wpyndham Vale
residents stood at the lake’s
edge yesterday, trying to
understand how a car travel-
ling on a quiet suburban road
had ended up in the water.

Some placed flowers and
teddy bears at a makeshift
shrine. Others fought back
tears as they clutched their
children a little bit tighter.

Some simply stared at the
partially submerged Toyota
Kluger, before police extracted
it, and shook their heads.

Kris Dumesny was driving

TOM MINEAR

to pick up his 18-month-old
son, Edward, from daycare on
Wednesday afternoon when
he heard about the incident on
the radio. He had planned to
take Edward to the lake on
Manor Lakes Boulevard, as
they did every week to feed the
ducks together.

“It’s going to be hard com-
ing back here now,” he said.

Clutching flowers in one
hand and Edward in the other,
Mr Dumesny said it was “an

absolute tragedy”, which he
was struggling to comprehend.

Mark England, 42, was
among a crowd who watched
the tragedy unfold. He went to
the lake after hearing sirens.

“I thought it might have
been a hoon driver so it was a
bit shocking to realise it was a
family,” Mr England said.

He said at least four fire-
fighters leapt into the water
after realising children were
trapped.

“The fireys were starting to
resuscitate some people and I

could tell they were children,”
he said. “Then they must have
realised somehow that there
was another missing person
and they started looking and
opening the doors of the car.”

His neighbour, who is also a
firefighter, found another child
floating in the water.

The Wyndham Vale resi-
dent, himself a father of two
young children, said the area
was full of young families.

“Were a small, growing
community with lots of famil-
ies. Everyone is affected

because most people have kids
around here,” he said.

Earle Boulter visited the
scene early yesterday morning
as he walked his dogs.

“I've got a four-year-old. I
gave my son a little extra cud-
dle this morning,” he said.

Kiera Sieh laid flowers at
the makeshift shrine with her
two sons, aged 4 and 6, to pay
her respects to the three child-
ren who died.

Another weeping woman
came to leave flowers, telling
police: “You're amazing.”
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